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David Bryant and Friends

PROFILE DAVID BRYANT AND KATE BAKER

Property
Property name: Falleemowl
Location: Dudinin
Size: 200 hectares
Soil types: Sand, loam and gravelly loams. Generally quite acidic
and hydrophobic.

“ The property has 50%
natural vegetation

remaining and mallee
fowl in residence
and was bought for

“

conservation purposes.

History: 50% cleared. Had not been cropped for very long as
very marginal.
Farming system/cropping program: Not primary producers.
Lifestyle and conservation objectives. Owners live in Perth.

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Since 2007
Planted: 22,000
Species: One variety
Average survival rate: Assessed at 35%, but figure closer to 80%

INCREASING BIODIVERSITY VALUES
With the enthusiastic support of experienced horticulturist Kathy Hubble, friends
David Bryant and Kate Baker bought the property “Falleemowl” in the summer of 2006.
The property has 50% natural vegetation remaining and mallee fowl in residence and
was bought for conservation purposes.

F

ortunately because of poison peas,
the bush sections had been fenced
off leaving the understorey in excellent
condition. A range of soil types extends
the floral diversity and includes over 10
different orchid species.

heaviest weed burden and no apparent
regeneration of endemic species. This
paddock, known as the sheep paddock,
was chosen as one of the main sites for
the first oil mallee plantings, with the
aim of increasing biodiversity values and

Establishment
Kate and David were inexperienced in
planning and planting. While they did
have their own tractor with a three point
linkage, they were not aware that the tree
planter that had been organised also
required secondary hydraulics, which was
not working on the tractor at the time.
This meant that at very, very short notice
another lighter tree planter had to
be sourced!
‘David McFall’s support was fantastic. He
went through a lot of effort to ensure the
planting was successful. It was valuable to
have David to say what there is and what
is available’- David Bryant. The lighter
tree planter had a broken scalper which
meant that the planned non-chemical
weed control in the sandy section was
inadequate, it also did not have the weight
to rip deep enough in a rocky section
adjoining the sheep paddock. Added to
this, the adults and children, fifteen in all,
who had travelled from Perth to volunteer
to help plant, spent some frustrating hours
waiting for things to get moving.

The Sheep Paddock

“

eventually shading out weed species.

IN ORDER TO

MAXIMISE OUTCOMES
AND MINIMISE STRESS
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT
TO HAVE EXPERIENCE
AND/OR WELL
INFORMED PEOPLE IN

KEY POSITIONS.

“

Cropping was so unproductive on
the cleared areas that it was generally
abandoned before the native seed bank
could be totally depleted, so now there is
a lot of natural regeneration occurring.
One section of deep white sand which had
been cropped for the longest period and
had also been used to hold sheep has the

When David McFall from the Upper Great
Southern Oil Mallee Association came out
to assess the suitability of the property for
oil mallees, he observed that a number of
other sites were also suitable. David
Bryant and Kate Baker were keen to get
plants in the ground, and the subsidised
oil mallee planting program that they had
seen advertised seemed like a wonderful
opportunity as part of a general
revegetation program.

The original plan was to set up on Sunday
with the friends planting on Monday and
Tuesday, however with all the problems
planting could not start till late Monday
afternoon. David did some ripping on
Monday night so that two people could
plant with Pottiputkis while others worked
on the tree planter. Kathy had planned to
spend her time planting the Envirofund
seedlings, but as an experienced
Pottiputki planter she was needed to help
make up time with the oil mallee planting.

Prior to applying for the oil mallee
program they had also been successful
in obtaining an Envirofund grant (seeds
collected at Falleemowl were given to a
local nursery to propagate, and were to
be planted in separate plots at the same
time as the oil mallees). To ensure correct
spacing of the various species, Kathy had
undertaken to handplant the seedlings
after ripping and scalping had been
done with the tree planter, and so had
not planned to be involved in the oil
mallee planting.
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Planting Experience
Inexperience led to a lack of attention
to the planting configuration and spacings.
Combined with the difficulty of planting
in the rocky section, a hit and miss affair
with the Pottiputkis, the planned planting
density was not achieved, meaning that
additional sites had to be planted. This
turned out to be a blessing as the survival
rate in the heavier soils was over 90%
compared to less than 50% in the
sheep paddock.
Kathy inspected the site on 28th of
January and the initial result was
promising, however an inspection of the
sheep paddock on 7th of May showed
the stresses of a long summer. One dead
seedling was excavated revealing good
root growth, indicating that the initial
planting was successful.
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1 Only one Red Leschenaultia found in the
“Sheep Paddock” firebreak.

keeping us supplied with trees. I would
recommend this as a good way to involve
the younger ones but children under 15
on the tree planter is not a good idea.
Count the trays at each planting site so
that it is easier to correctly assess survival
numbers. This is particularly important if
you need to deviate from your original
planting plan. We think our official
assessment was low (35% survival) because
the other sites were not counted, and in
addition, I suspect that uncounted riplines
in the Sheep Paddock were counted as
failed riplines.’ - Kathy Hubble.

“ They had an
Envirofund

grant, where

Kathy thinks that in the lighter soil good
water penetration (compared to other
paddocks with hydrophobic soils) led to
a rapid and vigorous growth of weeds
which then competed with the oil mallee
seedlings. In order to maximise outcomes
and minimise stress it is very important
to have experience and/or well informed
people in key positions.
The Oil Mallee Association’s planting
guidelines are very good. If you are doing
your own ripping or using a tree planter,
review the guidelines prior to planting and
make sure your plan works. Remember fire
breaks and access. In the smaller sections
where we worked with Pottiputkis we
found the children enormously helpful in

seeds collected
at Falleemowl
were given to a
local nursery to
propagate and
were to be planted
at the same time as
the oil mallees.

“

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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