
Upper Great SoUthern oil Mallee GrowerS’ interviewS Autumn 2008

“the most significant 

change for us has been 

the landscape change. also 

we think we have halted 

the spread of salt. in places 

where the mallees have 

been planted the longest, 

the watertable has gone 

down by half a metre.“
—Lindsay Corke

Property

Location: Yealering

Size: 3,600 hectares

Soil types: Very heavy grey clay to sandy with mallees mainly on 
the grey clays with sand seams.

History: Lindsay’s grandfather bought and cleared the original 
property in 1921, this has been built onto since to the current size.

Farming system/cropping program: Crop approximately 40%. 
Sheep numbers vary according to the season but is about 6,000  
to 8,000 plus lambs.

Mallee Planting Program

Years: Since 2000

Planted: 86,000

Species: Mainly E. loxophleba lissophloia and some E. myriadina

Average survival rate: Greater than 90%

PROFILE  linDSaY anD DeniSe CorKe



They first heard about oil mallees 
through the press and thought they 

would give it a go. They contacted David 
McFall of the Upper Great Southern Oil 
Mallee Association who came out to assist 
them with their planning. 

The Corkes have been planting mallees 
since 2000, varying between 10,000 and 
20,000 per year. There has only been one 
year when they did not plant when it was 
too dry. The average coverage in a typical 
paddock is about 20%. 

The Corkes have put in self funded 
watertable monitoring bores wherever 
they have planted mallees and readings 
show that the watertable has gone down 
by half a metre where the mallees have 
been planted longest and there are not as 
many waterlogged patches. ‘Because the 
watertable has gone down, it has stopped 
the spread of salinity, it hasn’t got any 
worse,’ Lindsay said.

The other significant benefits have been 
the protection the mallees give from wind 
erosion and that the tree belts do not 
need to be fenced. Lindsay has a small 
trial of mallee belts with tall wheat grass 
and finds this makes a very good sheltered 
stock feedlot.

 eStabliShMent
The Corkes plant their mallees in the 
same year as a crop. They show David the 
paddock they want to plant, he inspects it 
and makes recommendations. 

The paddock is then marked using GPS 
and the whole paddock is sprayed after 
the first rains in preparation for the crop, 

this also doubles as pre-planting weed 
control for the trees. They mark out as they 
are seeding, lifting the seeder when they 
come to the marks for the tree belts. They 
have 10 metre belts of trees with 36 metre 
alleys so they do three runs of the bar and 
then leave one bar width where the trees 
are to be planted. 

The Corkes have their own Chatfield tree 
planter (‘makes tree planting a breeze’, 
says Lindsay) with everyone helping to 
plant over two weeks in late July to early 
August between other jobs.

Lindsay and Denise have been planting since the early 1980s, originally with a focus on 
biodiversity, and moved to saltbush in 1996 and tall wheat grass since 2000. Their reason  
for planting mallees was the recognition that they had to do something about the salt. 

beneFit oF proteCtion throUGh MalleeS

“iF we haD not pUt 

in the tree beltS  

we woUlD have  

loSt the lanD to 

SalinitY anYwaY 

anD the lanDSCape 

looKS better.“
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The Corkes’ Integrated Mallee plantings



For more information, contact David McFall,  
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association: 
Phone (08) 9881 5373 
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au 
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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 plantinG DeSiGn
They started with 3 row belts of trees  
but now most are 4 rows.

 planS For the FUtUre
The Corkes have another 300 hectares 
of similar country to be planted. At the 
moment they are concentrating on the 
flatter country for lowering the water  
table and for wind protection.

    leSSonS learnt

➔  The Corkes use motorbikes for 
sheep work and find this works well 
in and amongst the mallee belts.

➔  It is important to have an area at the 
end of the belts to turn machinery. 
Thought needs to be given to access 
‘you don’t want trucks driving over 
sand fully loaded,’ says Lindsay.

➔  Lindsay finds the concept of funding 
works well: farmers pay upfront 
to put in the trees and are then 
reimbursed according to success.

➔  Planting the trees in August means 
that sheep can be let in March/April 
depending on the tree growth. Need 
to watch the grazing in the first year 
but generally the sheep will eat the 
stubble first.

➔  Because of the site preparation 
in tandem with preparation for 
cropping and letting sheep in to 
graze stubble and weeds, there is 
little weed problem in the trees in 
the first year.

➔  Flattening mounds makes it easier 
for using motorbikes and stops 
sheep getting stuck next to mounds.
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