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PROFILE DON AND ANNE EVA

Property
Location: Brookton
Soil types: Barley grass/salty to sand over gravel and clay where
the trees are.
History: Don’s grandfather took possession in 1912.
Farming system/cropping program: Uses knife points and
press wheels. Have reduced sheep numbers. Use a lot of lime
and potash and trace elements. Grow grains: wheat, barley, oats,
lupins, canola and some peas.

“ A lot of wildlife

has returned: birds,
kangaroos, possums, and
the farm looks a lot nicer.

“

—Anne Eva

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Since 1998
Planted: 200,000+
Species: Eucalyptus loxophleba lissophloia, Eucalyptus horistes
(took 5 to 6 years to catch up), Eucalyptus loxophleba gratiea,
Eucalyptus angustissima
Average survival rate: 90%

INTEGRATED OIL MALLEE PLANTING
In 1997 Don went to an Oil Mallee Association meeting in Narrogin. At that time the Evas
already had ‘an aggressive planting program’, mainly biodiversity plantings on rocky
outcrops and water courses and the remnant vegetation had already been fenced.

D

on was excited about the fact that
oil mallees do not get eaten by
sheep and do not require fencing. At the
time Brookton was considered to be too
far away from the proposed Narrogin
Integrated Wood Processing cell however
they offered to grow some mallees on a
highly visible site on the Brookton Highway
and planted their first 17,000 in August
1998. It was a good season and they had
an excellent success rate. By March 1999,
they introduced young hoggets to the
site who did not touch the young mallee
seedlings.

“ Oil mallees do not
get eaten by sheep

and do not require
fencing.

“

The paddock had been prone to severe
waterlogging and the Evas felt the
paddock was at risk of turning saline.
There was already some salt appearing
and the paddock would only grow oats.
The trees have since lowered the water
table evenly over the site and the salt is
gone. The Evas were able to plant the
paddock to clover pasture, then oats,
barley and lupins. Since 1998 the Evas
have planted about 15,000 mallees in
most years. When they missed a year,
they increased their planting program the
following year.
David McFall from the Upper Great
Southern Oil Mallee Association comes

The Evas’ Integrated Mallee Planting

every year, gives advice and organises
the tree planter. Mostly the Evas plant
their seedlings themselves. Being in
David’s program has made it easier to
access seedlings. The funding from the
Avon Catchment Council has meant that
they have been able to plant almost
continuously, otherwise it may have been
difficult and planting may have only
occurred in good years.

Establishment
David used to use a wheel to mark out the
site however using GPS for the last three

years has made the job of marking
quicker and more efficient. David marks
the site using heavy weight which leaves
the main mark, Don then follows this line
with the tractor.
At first the Evas were deep ripping to
400mm to 500mm and hand planting
with pottiputkis. Now they are using a
Chatfield, one-pass tree planter with
excellent results. The Chatfield planter
rips to a depth of 400mm and has a
scalper which is good for getting rid of
weed burden.
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planting design
The Evas are still planting their belts in
4 rows but have found that the middle
two rows suffer from dryness. They are
considering going to two rows but closer
and will trial this in the future.

LESSONS LEARNT
➔ Weed control is most important,
otherwise the trees don’t get away
so well. After seeding they spray a
knockdown. A couple of weeks later
they get rid of the overburden with
the Chatfield tree planter.
➔ The mallees are not performing on
the deep sands but are thriving on
the clay. (They have tried different
soil types).

plans for the future
The Evas are planning to put mallees into
their main water courses. They may plant
for another four to five years. Anne said,
‘It´s an exciting time. The trees are finally
big enough and there are opportunities for
carbon credits and chipboard’.
John Bartle from the Department of
Environment and Conservation has been
conducting chipping trials to see if mallee
chip can be used to make chip board. The
mallee chips will be mixed with pine chips.

➔ In one case they deep ripped the
previous year however the next year
was very wet and the site was too
boggy to get onto to spray for
the weeds.
➔ The mallees are great shelter belts
for the sheep, particularly sheep off
shears and lambs.
➔ They have been able to crop right
up to the base of the tree with
no lateral roots robbing crops
or pasture and the mallees have
stopped wind erosion.

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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