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George, Alan and Pat Hambly

PROFILE GEORGE, ALAN AND PAT HAMBLY

Property
Location: Brookton
Size: 2,683 hectares
Soil types: 50% medium, 25% heavy, 25% light
History: Property was one of the earliest established farms in the
area. The Hamblys are new to the area however were previously
mostly stock with crop.

“ We were scared a bit

in the beginning but it
has changed the way
we do things and has
made it easier.

“

—George Hambly

Farming system/cropping program: Mainly run Merinos –
approximately 3,000 ewes. Crop approx. 400 to 500 hectares to
barley, oats and lupins. Have just reclovered some paddocks.
Trialling some Lucerne in small plots. Planting 4,000 saltbush on
saltland through the Facey Group.

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Since 2007
Planted: 52,000
Species: Eucalyptus loxophleba lissophloia
Average survival rate: 80%

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN MANAGING THE LAND
The Hambly family arrived in the Brookton area in 2005 from a farm in Woodanilling. They had not
planted oil mallees before but had planted many pines and tagasaste on their previous property.
Their new Brookton property presented them with a new set of challenges; ‘we had never
experienced such wind before – the wind actually bounces on the sand leaving corrugations.’

T

hey noticed a neighbour’s oil mallee
plantings on clay and watched these
plantings with interest. The neighbour
recommended that the Hamblys contact
David McFall of the Upper Great Southern
Oil Mallee Association. David helped
them with the layout of the planting,
organised marking the site and with the
choice of tree varieties matched to the
soil types. George said, ‘David knew what
he was talking about. He was brilliant
and easy to talk with. He organised the
trees, the design and provided other
advice.’ ‘Everything fell into place, David’s
information was very helpful and he has
been excellent,’ George said.
At first the Hamblys had planned to plant
along fencelines but David convinced
them of the merits of an integrated mallee
system so they planted for windbreaks
across a variety of soil types. It has
been a significant change in how they
manage their land. ‘I think it has been
advantageous particularly for chemical use
for weed control for cropping. It makes it
easier to spray x amount of hectares and
then go in and sow it. We have found it
easy to calculate chemicals, seed and
super because we know the sizes of the
alleys between the belts. It made a lot
of sense, it has changed the way we do
things and made things a lot easier. You
can park at the end of the paddock –
everything can be mixed up and there is
no chemical left in the boom spray for 24
hours,’ George said, ‘It’s not as if you’re
going round and round a paddock and
you can get big long runs by doing it this
way because it is pretty uniform sort of
acreage in between and you can go in
and spray x amount and then you know
you have a day’s work there,’ he said.

establishment
David GPSd all the lines, measuring off
the boundary fences and marking the lines
with a disc on a ute. George made his own
‘rude and crude’ device then measured
and ripped from there using his device for
measuring off at four metre intervals.
The Hamblys deep ripped first and David
organized a Chatfield tree planter. They
would not change the layout but there
were pockets within the major soil types
which caused problems. As they were

The Hamblys’ Integrated Mallee plantings

“ David knew what
he was talking

about. He was
brilliant and easy
to talk with. He
organised the
trees, the design
and provided

adjustments along the way as the tree
planter tended to plant too deep or too
shallow in some places. Some seedlings
had to be replanted by hand because the
planting depths were too varied; some
went in too deep and some just sat on
top of the soil.

plans for the future
The Hamblys plan to plant a similar
number of seedlings in 2008. They have
chosen the paddocks and are just waiting
on David to come and have a look. The
overall aim is to plant the whole farm with
the integrated mallee system.

other advice.
David’s information
was very helpful
and Everything
fell into place.

“

planting across a variety of soil types over
varying heights, they had to do a lot of
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LESSONS LEARNT
➔ Establishment of E. loxophleba
lissophloia on deep yellow sands has
been patchy.
➔ They have found that deep ripping
to 18 inches in a dry year was not a
good idea. Waterlogged clay and
sands dried out very quickly.
➔ Some of the establishment has been
patchy. They felt that the matching
of varieties to soil types needed
more thought as certain soils have
not done well.
➔ Will hand plant in the future to
soil types. Able to plant particular
species in particular soil types.
➔ Saves on the cost of fencing.

planting design
The paddocks that have been planted
have about 10% coverage.

“ We have found it
easy to calculate

chemicals, seed and
super because we
know the sizes of
the alleys between
the belts.

“

➔ George felt there are a lot of
unknowns regarding weed control
and that there needs to be more
information on early weed control.
They received the information (in a
newsletter) too late to control them.
This was the only thing that was not
quite right with the overall project.
They did a bit of damage when they
over sprayed the weeds. Otherwise
they followed David’s instructions
regarding the preplanting weed
control – using general cropping
weed control. ’everything else went
pretty perfectly’.

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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