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PROFILE KIM MILLS

Property
Location: Brookton
Size: 1,860 hectares

“ I like planting trees, I’ve

been doing it for the past
30 years and I like to put
back the trees that were
originally growing here.

“

—Kim Mills

Soil types: 400 hectares of salt, 500 hectares of clay/loam plus sand.
History: The property has been cleared since 1915. It was entirely
cleared since WWII, first the heavy clay country, then the sand (to
get rid of the rabbits).
Farming system/cropping program: Wheat and 3,000 sheep.

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Planting since 2002 with the main plantings in 2003 and 2007.
Planted: 70,000
Average survival rate: 87%

MALLEE PLANTING WITH ECONOMIC POTENTIAL
The most significant thing about the project for Kim is that the seedlings are subsidised. He
feels that this can help convince some people who are ‘not quite so green’ to plant. A key
advantage is that the mallees do not need to be fenced which significantly reduces costs.

K

im originally planted the mallees on
sandplain seeps as pumps. They were
native and originally grew on his property.
He did not plant the mallees believing
he would make money but was looking
for something and it made sense to plant
back the trees that were originally there
and had economic potential. Sandplain
seeps are Kim’s main target. He is cautious
about cutting them as he is happy with
their water use results. They are also
providing excellent windbreaks for soil
and sheep.
Working with David McFall and the Upper
Great Southern Oil Mallee Association has
been good for advice on sprays, densities
and row width.

Establishment
As with many other growers, Kim uses his
seeder as the most important measure
to determine the spacing between his
belts of mallees as a boomspray can be
adjusted with certain portions turned off
as required.

planting design

Kim Mills’ Integrated Mallee Planting

On the whole Kim has planted on the
contour for maximum water use. These
belts are an equal distance apart. He has
also planted everywhere adjacent to salt,
mostly in blocks and hopes to ‘dry the salt
out’. So far this strategy has resulted in a
notable difference on these sites.

• Kim does not want to mound as he has
sheep. He has found that his tree survival
rate is no different whether he mounds
or not.

plans for the future

• GPS will make planning easier and will
provide an historical record for the
future. A mapping program will help to
calculate the number of trees and will be
an essential tool. Kim is keen to see all of
his plantings on a mapping system.

• Kim would like to alley farm all of his clay
paddocks.
• He is interested in trialling direct seeding
on his property.

• Kim would like more information on the
future direction for the Integrated Wood
Processing Plant.

“ I SUPPORT THE

CURRENT INCENTIVE

SYSTEM. IT iS
AN EXCELLENT
ARRANGEMENT AS
IT ENSURES THAT
THE WORK IS DONE
TO STANDARD.

“
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specific challenges
A 400 hectare site still needs to be
planted. However this site floods regularly
and the soil structure has collapsed.
‘gypsum does not even help’. The natural
timber of his grey clay site was mallees
(E. loxophleba). However this site cannot
be ripped. In summer it has clods so big
that even driving over them will not break
them up. In winter the clay is so sticky
that press wheels gum up and the rips
will not close. At no time can this site be
planted successfully. Kim would like to trial
a specific tree planter that Gary Wilson has
designed for such sites.

benefits
➔ They are drying up sandplain seeps.
➔ They are drying up sites upland
where there is sand over clay.
➔ Kim has not lost any soaks.
➔ Environmentally – it is a native
species.
➔ Paddocks have less wind damage.
➔ Trees provide protection for stock.
➔ Birds are living off something living
in the mallees.
➔ Kim is keen on the environmental
benefits.

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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