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Ken and Graeme Manton

PROFILE KEN, PAT, GRAEME AND NATALIE MANTON

Property
Location: Yealering
Size: 2,000 hectares

“ Ensuring that the site is

well prepared and setting

the tree planter up so that
seedlings are planted at the
right depth and pressed
in tightly will ensure a
high survival rate.

“

—Ken Manton

Soil types: Generally light sand over gravel soils country with
certain areas prone to wind erosion.
History: The land was cleared in the early 1920s and 1930s. The
farm has been in the Manton family since 1948.
Farming system/cropping program: 2,200 sheep including prime
lambs. 1,200 hectare cropping program: wheat, barley and lupins.
Last 3 to 5 years: Kadiz seradella. A salt tolerant pasture mix will be
planted this year.

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Several years but largest planting in 2007
Planted: 32,000 (in 2007)
Species: Eucalyptus loxophleba gratiae
Average survival rate: 80%

MALLEES PROVIDE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS
The Mantons were concerned about losing areas to salt when some good cropping country
went saline. They had been planting trees for many years, originally for windbreaks and
biodiversity and heard about the Oil Mallee Project through the Facey Group.

A

decision had to be made regarding
waterlogging and the opportunity
for free seedlings encouraged them to
start planting oil mallees. David McFall
of the Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee
Association came to their property and has
assisted them with design and selecting
the most appropriate mallee species for
various soil types. David started by doing
an EM38 survey and as some sites were
slightly saline they decided on Eucalyptus
loxophleba gratea.
The Mantons hope the trees will provide
additional benefits such as good wind
protection. The family has noticed that
pasture production is higher in paddocks
with good wind breaks allowing carrying
capacity to be increased. Lamb survival
rates are greater in paddocks that have
good windbreaks as ewes do not have to
walk as far in search of food which in turn
protects the cover on the paddocks.
Planting oil mallees in alleys in cropping
paddocks has changed what they do in the
paddock. They did not have experience
in planting oil mallees in alleys before
and were grateful for David’s suggestions.
The fact that oil mallees do not need to

“

OVER THE YEARS WE

HAVE DONE A LOT OF
LANDCARE PLANTINGS
SO YOU LEARN THAT
SITE PREPARATION
IS IMPORTANT AND

TO ADJUST TO THE
PLANTING CONDITIONS
ON THE DAY. IT IS THE
SAME AS PUTTING IN A
CROP, ONCE YOU
LEARN HOW TO SET
THE MACHINE.

“

The Mantons’ Integrated Mallee Planting

be fenced attracted them to turn from
biodiversity plantings to mallees.

establishment
They first started planting oil mallees
along fencelines. In 2007 the tree lines
were marked in March/April using GPS.
A knockdown herbicide was applied prior
to planting. Ken and Pat planted approx.
7,000-8,000 trees per day but could
plant up to 10,000 per day if necessary
with a Chatfield planter. They stretched
the planting of the 32,000 oil mallees
out to 7 days in 2007. With a good rain
after planting the initial survival rate was
approximately 90%.
The Mantons have planted over 60,000
trees and saltbush in the last 5 years
prior to planting the oil mallees so have
developed some expertise.

Chatfield tree planter since 1993 and have
found that this gives them flexibility to
plant when there is enough soil moisture
or stop planting in bad weather. During
the past year kangaroos have eaten
about 2,000 trees in one patch and these
trees will need to be replanted this year.
Kangaroo numbers have build up in this
area recently as it is adjacent to a reserve
and 8km of fenced creek line providing
them with protection and a source of food.

Planting design
The Mantons have planted 4 rows of
trees in alleys at 96 metre intervals across
paddocks up slope of the valley floor in an
attempt to prevent the spread of salinity.
The intervals between rows is reduced to
47 metres in some less productive and
more ‘at risk’ parts of the paddock.

The survival rate of trees planted on
the property is generally very good as
they have been planting for many years
and know how important it is to control
weeds and plant the seedlings at the right
depth to ensure a good survival rate. The
family has taken care to look after the
seedlings before planting and keep them
well watered. They have jointly owned a
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Plans for the future
Future plantings will take up to 11%
coverage on cropping paddocks so the
returns will need to be justified, especially
in good producing paddocks. A total of
50,000 trees will be planted in 2008 on the
upslopes of the valley floor.
The plantings will mostly be in alleys
planted in an east/west direction on either
side of the Bindermucking Gully. Some
areas will be block planted to even up
fence lines or in areas too small to get
machinery into. One site that is prone to
waterlogging on wet years will be block
planted. Approximately 20,000 saltbush will
also be planted this year on a 20ha site.

The family has no immediate plans for
more oil mallee plantings after 2008 and
will wait to see if the alleys work in their
farming system before deciding to plant
more. While they did not plant the trees
with carbon credits in mind, this may be an
added bonus.

“ The cost of

fencing is killing
revegetation on
farms.

“

LESSONS LEARNT
➔ It is essential to get the right row
spacing so that cropping machinery
fits into the inter-row space and
allows for future expansion in
machinery size.
➔ Trees need to be planted correctly
and at the right depth and pressed
in tightly so that air pockets are not
left around the seedling which can
dry out.
➔ The job of tree planting is made
much easier if the seedlings are
‘popped’, making it easier for
them to be removed from the
trays when planting.

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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