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PROFILE  Carl anD tanYa StoBie

Property

Location: Wickepin

Size: 80 hectares

Soil types: Clay in the valley, sandy patches and gravelly loam.

History: Previously had sheep and horses grazing with a bit of 
cropping for feed.

Farming system/cropping program: Lifestyle property/investment.

Mallee Planting Program

Years: 2007

Planted: 20,000

Species: Eucalyptus loxophleba lissophloia and Eucalyptus 
polybractea

Average survival rate: 85%

“there are a lot of people 

looking for properties to 

invest in planting for carbon 

credits whilst enjoying the 

lifestyle of course!“
—Carl Stobie



BeneFit oF proteCtion throUGh MalleeS

Stock had been taken off the property 
prior to planting in June of 2007. As 

there has been no grazing since, some 
regeneration is starting to occur on the 
gravelly country.

As the land was bare, the Stobies looked 
for options to revegetate for asthetics, 
browsing websites until they found oil 
mallees. It seemed to be the most versatile 
option for a range of soil types to address 
salinity and lower the water tables and had 
a reputation for being a persistent native 
tree. Contact was made with the Upper 
Great Southern Oil Mallee Association to 
undertake a site evaluation.

David McFall of the Upper Great Southern 
Oil Mallee Association came out and 
assessed the property, measuring the 
salinity levels and provided advice on 
planting logistics and the Oil Mallee 
Tree-cropping Project. David also linked 
the Stobies with local service providers 
such as fencing contractors to put in the 
boundary fencing and keep the sheep out. 
The Stobies decided on block plantings, 
planting in clumps wherever the soil was 
suitable and will revegetate the more 
marginal lands with more salt tolerant 
species in future years as the soil improves.

 eStaBliShMent
Carl used a ‘Chatfield’ tree planter to do 
a one pass scalp, rip, mound and plant. A 
special thanks to David Harris for manning 
the Chatfield tree planter. Despite being 
in the coldest, wettest conditions, he 
did not complain once. This was a new 
experience and presented many learning 
and operational challenges as the machine 
bogged frequently in the wet soil and 
clogged in the sticky clay as planting could 
only be scheduled for late August. Early 
July would have been easier as the ground 

would not have been as waterlogged. 
However help was always nearby and 
Carl’s mechanical background got them 
through. The Stobies were amazed at the 
willingness and help from neighbours. 
They have been made to feel very 
welcome in the area and are much in debt 
to the country hospitality to help people 
‘having a go’. For example their neighbour, 
Gary Lang, who they had never met before 
answered a call for assistance and loaned 
them his tractor for seven days so they 
could plant their seedlings as their own 
tractor was not powerful enough. Overall 
Gary has been extremely helpful, has also 
put in fence posts for the Stobie family and 
despite his own work load always seems 
available for assistance. The relationship 

has deepened as Carl has volunteered his 
help when and if ever required. “Gary has 
but to ask and I will be there.” The family 
goes to the property as often as permitted 
to keep an eye on postplanting weed 
control. However as they used a Chatfield 
planter which scalps there have been no 
problems in the first 8 months but they will 
need to spray for weeds this winter. Gary 
has again agreed to lend Carl his tractor 
and boom spray to achieve this. They also 
have a slasher and grader to keep other 
areas under control. Gary has offered to do 
the chemical firebreaks when he does his 
own and in the following year they will infill 
areas that did not strike well.

The Stobie family bought this Wickepin property as a holiday and camping location, somewhere 
to ride motorbikes and ‘get away from it all’. It was marginal cropping or grazing land and was 
showing signs of heavy salinity. The property had been eaten bare, there was little vegetation 
cover (6 trees) and it was ‘a dustbowl’ in summer.

“there iS no waY  

we CoUlD have 

Done thiS withoUt 

DaviD MCFall, GarY 

lanG anD DaviD 

harriS’ help.“
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The Stobies’ Integrated Mallee Planting



 plantinG DeSiGn
The 80 hectares has been broken up 
into paddocks and the two oil mallee 
species planted in blocks according to 
site conditions. Approximately 10% of the 
property is planted to mallees. They have 
kept a homestead block of four hectares 
which they hope to build a house on 
and use the mallees for screening and 
windbreak control.

 planS For the FUtUre
The Stobies will look at the overall 
property over time and make an 
assessment on what to do next. They 
do not plan to graze the property or to 
fence the mallees. Why did they plant? ‘To 
make it look nice and if it does become 
commercial, then good,’ said Carl. They 
will watch where mallees go commercially 
and are interested in carbon credits ‘there 
are a lot of people looking for properties 
to plant for carbon credits – it could be 
an investment for the future while tackling 
salinity and global warming at the same 
time’. Carl believes there would be much 
more uptake if the government provided 
further incentives by releasing a carbon 
trading scheme.

For more information, contact David McFall,  
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association: 
Phone (08) 9881 5373 
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au 
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
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“i woUlD liKe to 

MaKe SpeCial thanKS 

to GarY lanG anD 

DaviD McFall For 

MaKinG the proJeCt 

viaBle anD For their 

ContinUeD SUpport.“
—Carl Stobie
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    leSSonS learnt

➔  It is hard starting from scratch as a city 
boy but good help is not far away.

➔  Good planning, research and 
persistence definitely helps.

➔  Machine planting can be difficult in 
heavy sticky clay sites so get started 
in early winter.

➔  Tree planting can be a family fun 
activity.

➔  Keep the sheep out and give the 
trees a chance to get established, 
especially if you are often away and 
cannot supervise.

mailto:omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
http://www.oilmallee.org.au/

