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PROFILE KEITH AND SARA WILSON

Property
Location: Kulin
Size: 8,600 hectares including lease
Soil types: All soil types from heavy through to light soils,
including lake bank country.

“ It’s not just about us.

If we can make it work and

History: The Jilakin property was cleared during the period prewar through to the 60s. The Wilsons’ have only lived there for the
last six years.

our mates and neighbours

Farming system/cropping program: Crop 5,000 to 6,000 hectares
to mixed grains, hay, canola, wheat and barley. Commercial Prime
Lamb production and Dorper Sheep studs.

can make it work it will be

Other tree plantings: 250,000 Old Man and Rivermore Saltbush
over the last 3 years.

a benefit to all of us and
the sustainability of our
local communities.

“

—Keith Wilson

Mallee Planting Program
Years: Since 2007
Planted: 400,000 (incl. 200,000 being planted in 2008)
Species: E. loxophleba lissophloia and E. polybractea
Average survival rate: 85%

WORKING WITH THE ENVIRONMENT
Keith’s family has farmed in the Kulin area for three generations opening up 8,800 hectares
in twenty years. The Wilsons have been on the current property near Kulin since 2002, and
maintain a mixed farming enterprise producing a variety of grains and prime lambs.

The whole farm has been mapped and
belts planted or planned to suit various
soil types and capabilities.
They have classified their soils from Class
One being the best and designated for
continuous cropping and Class Five the
poorer soils which are cropped less often
but have pastures and trees.

establishment
David McFall organises everything
including arranging for a contractor from
Esperance to GPS the site. Everything is
mapped out on computer overlays which
David sends to the Wilsons for approval
before the sites are marked. The 280
horsepower tractor, pulling a dual row tree
planter, then follows the marker lines. The
Kulin Tree Farm’s dual row tree planter has
greatly increased the efficiency and speed
of planting. By using the Wilson’s existing
employees and backpackers along with
good people on the tractor, the Wilsons
can plant 30,000 seedlings per day.
The Wilsons’ Integrated Mallee plantings

T

he Dorper Sheep studs were
established in 2004 and sheep
genetics and prime lamb are becoming

“ WE PLAN OUR

FARMING SYSTEM
BUT AT THE END OF

THE DAY IT NEEDS
TO FIT IN WITH THE
COUNTRY – WE NEED
TO WORK WITH THE
ENVIRONMENT, NOT
AGAINST IT AND
USE APPROPRIATE
PRODUCTION
SYSTEMS.

“

an increasingly important part of the
production mix.
When they settled on this particular site
Keith said, ‘It was not just about the farm
but also that the school bus run being
right for the kids and being closer to town
for community activities.’
They heard about the opportunity to
incorporate trees and felt that mallees
were an ideal opportunity that would
provide benefits to the cropping and
livestock activities. Planning commenced
on the Jilakin block, which has heavier soils
and is very high in the landscape. Slowing
down the wind will reduce evaporation for
crops and provide a better environment
for ewes to lamb down and graze.
The Wilsons have always been interested
in mallees and can see the benefits that
the trees bring to the whole farm. The
Wilsons are keen to plant mallees in a
big way however cannot afford to fund
the scale of planting on their own so
appreciate the opportunity to work with
David McFall of the Upper Great Southern
Oil Mallee Association and to capitalise on
the funding available to create a farming
system that provides wind protection.

The Wilsons spray the site and do not
allow stock in within the first 18 months
– this is arranged to suit their cropping
program. They put in crops that do not
produce fodder for the sheep, for example
they may bale peas but not let in stock
as the site may ‘blow’. However they will
crop the same site the following year so
that stock can be re-introduced. Canola
has little stock value for summer grazing.
When the Wilsons plant barley or oats,
no trees will be planted in that phase and
they have found that each wheat variety
is different, some have stock value and
some do not. They then spray whenever
necessary after planting.
Keith has found that the different soil
types require different site preparation.
While Keith and Sara have experience
in where trees will grow and where they
will not, they greatly appreciate David’s
help, advice and knowledge. Keith feels
that their excellent survival rate is due
to the Kulin Tree Farm’s diligence and
attention to good early establishment of
quality seedlings and David’s knowledge
of the soils. This year (2008) the Wilsons
are putting trees on all the poor quality
country and will do what is appropriate to
utilise the trees.
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“

WE HOPE TO HAVE

ENOUGH TREES
FOR COMMERCIAL

“

PRODUCTION.

Planting design
Their average planting rate is 1,750 stems
per hectare. The Wilsons stipulate the
distance between the mallee belts as
it needs to suit their machinery, so is in
multiples of 16m units.

Plans for the future
The Wilsons aim to plant the farm to 8%
tree cover, using block rather than belt
plantings in awkward areas. The ultimate
aim is to plant approximately 2 to 3 million

oil mallees, particularly if carbon credits
become a reality.

“ WE HAVE A SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY AS

dorper sheep
According to Keith, Dorper sheep have
many excellent qualities that make them a
good choice for mixed farming enterprises
in the wheatbelt, including:
• No wool = no shearing costs, no
mulesing F1 lambs.
• Very good meat qualities and high meat
production.
• Processors, Butchers and Consumers
all like Dorpers for their processing and
eating quality.
• Use less feed to convert to meat (Keith
has observed the Dorpers eat 1/3 less
than most other breeds to achieve the
same condition).
• Have excellent milk and make excellent
mothers.
• Excellent feed conversion rate.
• Highly fertile – have a higher lambing
rate.
• Can drop lambs year round so can ‘hit
all markets.’
• Eat summer weeds – so no need to
spray which is a cost saving. Summer
weeds also provide Vitamin E for the
lambs and can add value rather than
cost to the business.
• Non Selective grazing – they will thrive
on a range of weeds and forage. They
are 4 legged herbicide resistance
fighters.

WELL. WE WOULD LIKE
TO GIVE OUR KIDS
THE OPPORTUNITIES
AND ENVIRONMENT
WE HAD, IT IS NOT
JUST ABOUT MONEY,
BUT THE HEALTH
AND HAPPINESS OF
THE KIDS AND OUR
COMMUNITIES
AS WELL.

“

LESSON LEARNT
➔ May be able to lightly graze a site
before 18 months but it is important
to keep an eye on it.

For more information, contact David McFall,
Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee Association:
Phone (08) 9881 5373
Email omainfo@oilmallee.org.au
Visit www.oilmallee.org.au
Keith and Sara Wilson: Jilakin Downs 9880 4043 Visit www.jilakindowns.com.au
Acknowledgements:
Author Monica Durcan Photos Kulin Plant Farm, Monica Durcan Map UGSOMA
Disclaimer The information in this publication has been compiled from personal
experiences and views of the grower featured. The Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee
Association does not accept any liability for possible inaccurate information provided.
This publication has been produced with funding provided by the Avon Catchment
Council with investment from the State and Australian Government through the National
Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality and with thanks to the land managers.
3

